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Labyrint Iékaistvi a reforma mediciny jako cesta 7 néj: Komensky a filosofie
mediciny

V Labyrintu svéta a rdji srdce kritizoval Jan Amos Komensky medicinu i lékafe na zaklad¢
poutnikova pozorovani tii riznych ¢innosti tehdejsi mediciny. Prvnim odvétvim byla anatomie,
kterou v ¢eském prostiedi propagoval Johannes Jessenius, druhym lékafska botanika, v ¢eskych
zemich znamé predevsim diky Hajkovu ptekladu Matthioliho latinského herbare, tretim
1ékarska diagnostika a 1€¢ba. Navzdory své skepsi vii¢i soudobé mediciné Komensky pozdé;ji
nastifiuje jinou cestu pro lékafstvi. Za ptredpokladu spravného uchopeni cile mediciny,
tj. prekonani protikladu mezi praktickou a teoretickou medicinou, lékafstvi muze byt
reformovano a stat se soucasti celku védéni. Komensky tak ve svém pozdnim dile zaclenuje
medicinu do rozsahlého emendacniho systému, kde se diky ptekonani rozdilu mezi ars
a scientia medicina stava soucasti jediné discipliny, ani teoretické, ani praktické, ale
univerzalni, usilujici o napravu véci lidskych.

The Labyrinth of Medicine and Medical Reform as a Way Out: Comenius and
the Philosophy of Medicine

In The Labyrinth of the World and the Paradise of the Heart, John Amos Comenius criticized
both medicine and medical men according to the pilgrim’s observation of the practice of three
different branches of contemporary medicine. The first of these branches was anatomy, which,
in the Czech context, was propagated by Johannes Jessenius; the second branch was medical
botany, known in the Czech lands primarily thanks to Hagecius’ translation of Mattioli’s Latin
herbarium; the third branch was medical diagnosis and treatment. Despite his scepticism
towards contemporary medicine, Comenius later outlines another path for medicine. If the goal
of medicine is grasped correctly, i.e., the opposition between practical and theoretical medicine
is overcome, then medicine can be reformed, and it can come to constitute a part of the whole
of knowledge. Thus, Comenius, in his late work, incorporates medicine into a vast system of
emendation, where, by means of eliminating the distinction between ars and scientia, medicine
becomes part of a single discipline, neither theoretical nor practical, but universal, striving to
rectify the affairs of men.



